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said of Weismann's works — " A remarkable series of papers the effects of which 
have been to create a new literature of such large and rapidly increasing proportions 
that, with the single exception of Mr. Darwin's own works, it does not appear that 
any publications in modern times have given so great a stimulus to speculative 
science or succeeded in gaining so influential a following." The work before us 
is a series of essays presented at various times and in various forms but all bear- 
ing upon one central thought — that acquired character can not be transmitted by 
heredity. The idea is a startling one and is wide reaching in its consequences. If 
demonstrated it demolishes Lamarckism at one blow. With it it destroys 
the whole theory, a favorite one with American workers, that a species may be 
directly modified by its environment. It does away with the theory of the disap- 
pearance of parts from disuse. It establishes the idea that nothing can be trans- 
mitted to posterity but what is congenital in the ancestor. In other words it 
reduces the working force in development or evolution of species, to natural selec- 
tion operating upon variations in the germ cell. The importance of these essays 
is thus clear. The essays are eight in number, — The duration of Life, on Heredity, 
Life and Death, on the Continuity of the Germ Plasm as a foundation of Heredity, 
Significance of Sexual Reproduction in the theory of Natural Selection. The Num- 
ber of Polar Bodies and their Significance in Heredity, on the Supposed Botanical 
Proofs of Transmission of Acquired Characters. The Supposed Transmission of 
Mutilations — are devoted to stating the theory and meeting in detail objections 
that have been urged against it. Some of the essays are too technical for the 
general reader but the first three and the last two are simple and clearly place the 
theory, its bearing, and the two factors that must appear in the discussion, before 
the reader. 

Supernatural Religion. 

Essays on the Work entitled " Supernatural Religion ,•" reprinted from the Con- 
temporary Review. By J. B. Lightfoot, D.D., D.C.L., LL.D., Bishop of Durham. 
London and New York : Macmillan and Co. 1889. Pp. 324. Price, $2.50. 

Most contributions to periodical literature will not bear reprinting. To this 
general rule these essays of Dr. Lightfoot are an exception. About fifteen years 
ago they appeared in the Contemporary Review and were everywhere recognized to 
be an exceedingly able contribution to the literature of controversy concerning 
the origin and date of the Gospels. The author of " Supernatural Religion " had, 
in that work, which had gained some popularity, seemed to make out a strong 
case against the early date and historical character of the four Gospels. Dr. Light- 
foot in these essays succeeds, if not in demolishing his adversary's case, certainly 
in greatly weakening it. But beyond this easy victory over a temporary antagonist, 
he has shown so broad and solid an acquaintance with the field of early Christian 
literature and history, and displays so careful and sober a judgment concerning 
contested points, that the student of the New Testament Canon must find these 
essays of permanent value. They take up the testimony of the early Christian 
writers to the origin and character of the Gospels, considering such topics as 
" The Silence of Eusebius," " The Ignatian Epistles," " Polycarp of Smyrna," 
" Papias," etc. One can only regret that the learned Bishop of Durham did not 
carry out his original purpose of making an exhaustive study of the entire body 
of this important but difficult and obscure field of research, where so much 
depends on wise and careful weighing of uncertain and often contradictory evi- 
dence. The book is beautifully printed. It should be in the hands of every 
scholarly minister and student. 



